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This book has been published to accompany the exhibition The
Gdansk Archaeological Museum Expedition — Ten Years in the
Sudan, held in 2005 at the National Museum in Khartoum. The
ten years of work in question have not only yielded numerous
archaeological discoveries and ethnographic materials, but have
also led to a fascination with the beauty of the Sudan and the
kindness of its people. | hope that both the exhibition and this
catalogue will help to convey at least some of this fascination.

GAME’s Sudanese missions have always been supported
by the Museum’s governing authority, i.e. the Marshall’s Office
in Gdansk. Thus, | am thankful, to the Marshall and Deputy
Marshall of the Voivodship of Pomerania — Jan Koztowski
and Marek Biernacki — and to the successive Directors of the
Office’s Department of Culture — Wojciech Bonistawski and
Arkadiusz Rybicki.

Our work in the Nubian Desert is in no small measure
dependent on the state of our expedition vehicles. It is only
courtesy of the help and generosity of companies and individuals
such as Nissan Poland, Ryszard Sajdak and Reiko Borrmann
that we are still able to rely on our Nissan Patrols, which are
regularly put to the test in extremely difficult conditions.

| welcome this opportunity to acknowledge Wiestaw Wasiluk
of the State Aviation Works (PZL, Warszawa-Okecie), who flew
us over the area from Karima to Abu Hamed in 2002, enabling
us to film and photograph the terrain which will be flooded once
the Merowe Dam has been built, and to thank Lufthansa Cargo

for their assistance in transporting our exhibition from Gdansk
to Khartoum.

Our stays in Khartoum are always made easier and more
enjoyable by our many resident Sudanese and Polish friends. |
am particularly grateful to Tadeusz Swigder, who has supported
us from the very first of our campaigns, to the Honorary Consul
of the Republic of Poland in Sudan (Hussein Mohammed
Hassan Mohammed Osman) and to Alam Mohamed El Hassan
Abd El Bagi for their unfailing help and hospitality.

| would also like to express my thanks to the Sudanese
Minister of Tourism and National Heritage, Abd Elgaleel
Albasha M. Ahmed, for his visit to Gdansk in 2003. His meeting
with representatives from Gdansk’s regional authorities led to
a greater interest in our work in the Sudan and an increase in
the financial backing we receive both from Polish government
sources and from private sponsors. | am indebted to the Director
General of Sudan’s National Corporation for Antiquities and
Museums, Hassan Hussein Idris Ahmed, and to his colleagues,
especially Salah Mohamed Ahmed and Abd EI Rahman, for
their cooperation and active involvement in promoting Nubian
culture in Poland.

My thanks also go to Kabashi Hissein Gisema, Dean of the
Archaeological Faculty in Karima, University of Dongola, for
sharing his knowledge of the Fourth Cataract region with us.

| am especially grateful to Mahmoud El-Tayeb, who has
been a member of GAME since 1996. By inviting us to live
with his family in Omdurman (Abassyija) he has enabled us to
witness the everyday life, traditions and customs of Sudanese
people and experience their warmth and geniality at first hand,
so that every annual visit to Abassyija feels like a return to our
own family home.

Last, but not least, my sincere thanks go to the NCAM
inspectors and all of the friends and colleagues whom | have
had the pleasure and privilege of working with in the Sudan
over the past ten years.

Henryk Paner
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In memory of Professor Lech Krzyzaniak
Director of the Poznan Archaeological Museum,
Expert in Nubian Archaeology
Director of the Kadero Mission
and
long-standing member of the Research Council
of Gdansk Archaeological Museum
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The Gdansk Archaeological Museum Expedition
Ten Years in the Sudan

The Gdansk Archaeological Museum Expedition (GAME) has
been conducting work in the Sudan since 1993. The team is
led by the Museum’s Director, Henryk Paner. GAME’s first
project was an archaeological survey of a Stone Age site at
Jebel Querri near the Sixth Nile Cataract and at Sennar on the
Blue Nile — the capital of the medieval Funj Kingdom. This
was followed by a salvage operation along the route of the
road from Shendi to Begrawiya. GAME’s most important work
has, however, been that carried out in the Fourth Cataract
region — an area which had previously seen very little
archaeological research and where the construction of a huge
dam across the Nile has already begun. The dam will raise the
water levels of the Nile over a 170-km-long stretch, flooding
many archaeological sites which need to be recorded or
excavated ahead of this threat. GAME was the first mission to
begin systematic archaeological work in this region in 1996.

GAME'’s Fourth Cataract rescue archaeology programme
encompasses an area of approximately 125 km along the
right bank of the Nile, from Karima upstream to Khor El
Dahfali. The harsh terrain encountered here makes organizing
archaeological work in the area a particularly difficult logistical
problem. Thus far GAME has discovered and recorded 755
archaeological sites representing a wide variety of types and
chronologies — settlements, temporary camps and cemeteries
dating from the Stone Age to the medieval period.

In 2001 GAME embarked on a long-term excavation project
at the Meroitic temple complex in El Awlib, near the capital of
the Kingdom of Meroe.

Artefacts recovered during fieldwork undergo not only
standard typological analysis but also a wide range of
specialist analyses. Archaeometric analysis enables the
production processes of various types of finds to be identified.
Anthropological studies carried out on human bones can
determine the age, sex and health of past populations.
Animal bones are also examined in order to gain an idea
about husbandry practices and diet during different periods.
Radiocarbon and thermoluminescence dating procedures
help in providing more accurate estimates of the age of
organic materials and pottery.

The Gdansk Archaeological Museum is also involved in
popularizing Sudanese history and culture in Poland. Over the
years the Museum has hosted several temporary Sudanese
exhibitions and since 1998 has had a permanent exhibition
devoted to the archaeology and ethnography of the Sudan.
Since 1994 the Gdansk Archaeological Museum has also
held an annual Nubiological conference, bringing together
all Polish archaeological teams working in the Sudan, and
providing a forum for sharing information and experiences.
The papers presented at conference are published in the
Museum’s English language periodical Gdarisk Archaeological
Museum African Reports, as are the results of GAME’s work
in the Sudan. In 2004 the Museum organized an international
symposium on the effort to save the archaeological heritage of
Nubia in the Fourth Cataract region.
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GAME in the Sudan
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Sennar Survey 1993, Old Sennar seen from the air: 1 — modern village on the ruins of the ancient town, 2 — remains of fortifications and ruler’s palace
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Sennar Survey, modern village on the ruins of Old Sennar;
probable site of the ancient port
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Jebel Querri Survey 1993, archaeological recording
of a Stone Age site; camp at the foot of the jebel
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Shendi—Begrawiya Road Survey 1995, recording a tumulus cemetery to the south of Meroe
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Fourth Cataract Survey, 1996-2004
2004-1996 ‘C‘-‘\JM IOl dakas SL_,S):-"‘

Aerial view of the Nile
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Umm Duwemi, the ruins of a resettled village
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Fourth Cataract Survey, a Palaeolithic site at Ab Heregil
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Middle Palaeolithic projectile points recovered from the Wadi Umm Rahau
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Daygah village and Neolithic pottery sherds
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Neolithic tools from Hagar Sail
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Hagar Zerga, rock art site
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Hagar Zerga, rock art depicting quadrupeds, humans and ostriches
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Suegat area,
rock art depicting animals and boats

(0l gl dakaia ¢ag) I JOLAY dilaial (g i e
S e g Dl g Jiai Ay pdaa Dl gu )

23 @

2005-02-12, 15:23



katalog.indd 24 @ 2005-02-12, 15:23



katalog.indd 25 @ 2005-02-12, 15:23



katalog.indd 26 @ 2005-02-12, 15:23



katalog.indd

27

Fourth Cataract Survey, rock art at El Haraz,
El Ashamin, and in the El Suegat area
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Fourth Cataract, Wadi Umm Rahau
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Wadi Umm Rahau, Kerma settlement seen from the air
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Wadi Umm Rahau,
Kerma culture polished axehead and Classic Kerma pottery combs
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The discovery in the Fourth Cataract region of numerous settlements
and cemetery sites of the Kerma culture (c. 2500-1500 Bc) was of
particular interest in terms of Nubian archaeology. The presence of this
culture had never previously been noted this far south-east. Of the total
number of 755 sites recorded, 94 are dated to the Kerma period.
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Gitain,
Middle Kerma sandstone smoothing tablet
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Fourth Cataract Survey, near El Argub village,

the Wadi Umm Rahau seen from a range of hills concealing
Middle Kerma and Terminal Kerma/Napatan cemeteries;

in the wadi work on a Classic Kerma cemetery is in progress
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Fourth Cataract Survey, grave at Middle Kerma cemetery in a range of hills
along the Wadi Umm Rahau; Middle Kerma burial of a young male
with grave goods consisting of pottery vessels and a ram
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Kerma cemeteries
in the Wadi Umm Rahau near El Argub village
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Kir, Kerma grave superstructure;
Middle Kerma burial of a 30—40-year-old male with grave
goods consisting of pottery vessels and a ram,

found in the Wadi Umm Rahau
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Fourth Cataract Survey, deep bowl! decorated with incised horizontal grooves recovered from a Middle Kerma grave
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Fourth Cataract Survey, bowl with incised geometrical decoration recovered from a Middle Kerma grave
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Higena, Kerma period cemetery site
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Wadi Umm Rahau,
GPS recording of a Kerma Horizon site; hair slide
made from shell recovered from a Middle Kerma grave
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Fourth Cataract Survey, faience bead necklace from
an Ancient Kerma grave in El Gabarna; Middle Kerma
furnished burial of a 20-30-year-old female in El Suegi
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Suegi, human bone analysis in progress;
Middle Kerma burial of a male aged 20-30 years
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Wadi Umm Rahau, near El Argub village,
Classic Kerma furnished burial of a young female;
tulip-shaped beaker recovered from Classic Kerma grave
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The GAME survey discovered and defined a new
type of grave in the Fourth Cataract region: the
dome grave. In this form of burial the body and
any grave goods were laid directly on the ground
surface rather than in a pit. A dome made up of
stones was then built up around the burial. These
graves were very easily accessible, hence all of the
ones found thus far had been robbed in antiquity,
making them difficult to date. Samples of human
bone were taken from a number of dome graves
and submitted for radiocarbon dating, which
revealed that they come from the Napatan period.
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Abu Haraz, Terminal Kerma/Early
Napatan dome grave superstructure
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Fourth Cataract Survey, jebel next to the

Wadi Umm Rahau near El Argub village, Terminal
Kerma/Early Napatan period dome grave cemetery;
looted dome grave on Jebel El Fiaal in El Higliga
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[Feurith Ceferest Survey, Jelbel El [Fieel, Terminel Kerme/Eerly Nepefen doms greve,
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[Fourith Cetierect Survey, Weel Unim Keme/Eerly
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Fourth Cataract Survey, limestone, faience
and carnelian beads recovered near a Terminal
Kerma/Early Napatan period dome grave in
the Wadi Umm Rahau

& ol gals cal ) AL dakid g i e
gl saall ge J A s el 4 8 il
g e Caa g Ja SN e A el sl
ApfAa S pac dlei (8 58 il ()Y

el

katalog2.indd 47 @ 2005-02-12, 15:27



Fourth Cataract Survey, El Gabarna, ceramic pottery vessels recovered from a Terminal Kerma/Early Napatan grave
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Gabarna, stone bracelet recovered from a Terminal Kerma/Early Napatan grave
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Wadi Umm Rahau near El Argub village, Meroitic period pottery kilns
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Higliga, Jebel El Fiaal, aerial
view of Meroitic cemetery at the foot of the jebel;

late Meroitic unfurnished burial of two females

aged 30—40 and 20-30

L8 s JLdll Jas e DN JOLAY dalaial (g 1 ease

i e oAl seanll a3l sall (e s ea Aalagl)
S5 gl pardl Al (e Dl sina e (e L (il
30-20 9 40-30 Lea jlec| &L (4l e

katalog2.indd 51 @ 2005-02-12, 15:28



katalog2.indd

@@iﬁmm.%ﬁf@]vﬂ@m@?éﬂ@

i 2%5- A
-‘))N\/‘ (‘/L;_) J’\JJ\J Qi KQ'J}JMJ /J _J.J..S _,_’:J‘d.f /&’C-‘)/—IE (7“')!

52 @ 2005-02-12, 15:28



katalog2.indd

Fourth Cataract Survey, El Kassinger Bahri, double-chambered grave at a
post-Meroitic cemetery and ceramic beaker recovered from grave
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Excavation of post-Meroitic tumulus cemeteries at El Kassinger Bahri and Hosh El Guruf revealed a number of richly furnished,

double-chambered graves. The body was interred in the larger chamber together with a few grave goods. The rest of the burial

offerings were placed in the smaller chamber. This type of grave had not been noted prior to GAME’s investigations.
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Kassinger Bahri, excavation team at post-Meroitic cemetery site, 1996
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Kassinger Bahri, beer jars and bowl recovered from post-Meroitic grave
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Ashamin, post-Meroitic and Christian period cemetery,
burial of a young male with grave goods (ceramic vessel filled with broken stones, an iron knife and a joint of meat)
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Suegi, local children at an early Makurian fortress
(a sister fortress on the opposite bank of the Nile visible in the background)
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An imposing clifftop fortress dating from the early Makurian period (5th/6th century Ap) was recorded on the right bank of the
Nile at El Suegi. Built of unworked stone blocks, it stood guard over the river crossing together with its sister fortress on the
opposite bank. Similar forts of the same period, but with no corresponding stronghold on the left bank, were discovered in
El Redab and El Haraz. These two forts had never previously been noted.
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Suegi, part of the wall of
an early Makurian fortress
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Suegi, exterior face of
wall and tower of an early Makurian fortress
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Fourilh Ceferact Survey, El Herez,

recerdling in progress &t en eerly Melkurien foriress
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Haraz,
early Makurian fortress seen from the
landside approach; exterior elevation of
wall and tower
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Redab, inner face of wall and part of a tower of an early Makurian fortress
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Gabarna, circular structure of uncertain date made using the opus emplectum technique
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Gitain, Christian period structure
made from loosely laid stones; bronze Byzantine cross
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Fourth Cataract Survey, El Ashamin, box-grave at a post-Meroitic and Christian period cemetery site
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Ab Gahoiya, Shaigiya castle built of stone and mud-brick
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Hosh EI Turuk, Islamic fort
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Two small Islamic strongholds built of mud-brick and stone were found in Umm Merekh at sites referred to by locals as Hosh El
Turuk and Ab Gahoiya. They were raised on the right bank of the Nile in the 18th and 19th centuries.
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Fourth Cataract Survey, Khor El Azrak, Islamic period village with stone building remains
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El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, excavation of kom D in progress
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In 2001 GAME embarked on a long-term excavation project at the Meroitic period temple complex in El Awlib, near the capital
of the Kingdom of Meroe. During two seasons’ work, in 2001 and 2003, three of the six koms at this site were excavated.
Investigations revealed part of the main temple (probably dedicated to a sun god), a large, free-standing, stone altar, and a
square building which most likely served as an annexe to the main temple.
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@ El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, kom A, @
excavating the floor of the main temple;
column capital fragment from the main temple

M\Z\.\mj\upu.&ﬁ\ cAe)ScLﬁJJAJi\M@;Ac&,\Q}d\
) dmall 83 gaal AN ¢ aldl ¢ )l

katalog2.indd 75 @ 2005-02-12, 15:30



katalog2.indd

76

El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, work in progress on site
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78

El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, the excavation team in 2003
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El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, kom A, excavation of the main temple’s front, east facade
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El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, kom A,
stairs leading to the main temple; architectural detail recovered as a
surface find during GAME’s Shendi—-Begrawiya Road Survey
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El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, kom B, stone foundations of a building next to the main temple
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83

El Awlib, Meroitic temple complex, time for a rest after a hard day’s work
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